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HELP THE REVOLUTIONARIES ARRESTED AND TORTURED IN UKRAINE!

Comrades,

According to the information received from the Ukrainian left activists Andrei Manchuk and Sergei Kirichuk (the All-Ukrainian Union of Workers), since mid-December of 2002 the State Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) arrested and charged eleven left activists, who are now held in the preliminary investigation jail of the city of Nikolaev.

Andrei Yakovenko – the First Secretary of the Odessa Leninist Young Communist League of Ukraine and the vice-chairman of the regional council of the All-Ukranian Union of Workers (VSR) – was charged according to Article 258 (4) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine for “organizing a stable secret terrorist group for the purpose of a violent overthrow of the constitutional order of Ukraine and the seizure of state power.”  

A “criminal terrorist group,” allegedly organized by him, was charged with a number of offences.

The arrested Ukrainian citizens are members of the Leninist Young Communist Leage of Ukraine (LKSMU), the All-Ukrainian Union of Workers (VSR) and the Communist Party of Ukraine (KPU).  According to their relatives, the police and state security failed to identify themselves as required by law when arresting these left activists. Searches were conducted in the apartments of other members of these organizations. Some of the apartments were put under surveillance. 
Twelve people were arrested.  They are: 

Russian citizens 

Igor Danilov, 

Anatoly Plevo, 

Ilya Romanov, 

Alexandr Smirnov, 

Ukrainian citizens 

Oleg Alekseyev, 

Sergey Berdyugin, 

Nina Polskaya, 

Andrey Yakovenko, 

Alexandr Gerasimov, 

Denisov, 

B. Zinchenko, 

and one citizen of Moldova 

E. Semyonov. 

According to reports from Ukraine, in the beginning of last August the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU, former KGB) of the city of Nikolaev started with the surveillance of young left activists, including some members of the Young Communist League, in the cities of Odessa and Nikolaev.  The surveillance was conducted almost openly. 

The arrests began around December 13.  However, formally they were registered later, in case of the Russian citizen Alexandr Smirnov only on December 23.  The key event became the night storming of the apartment in Nikolaev.  In the middle of the night a special unit, belonging either to the police or the state security, detonated the door to the rental apartment where at that time were staying Igor Danilov, Nina Polskaya, Oleg Alekseyev, and Sergey Berdyugin.  Awakened by the violent assault, Danilov opened fire at the assailants and might have wounded some of them.  

Next came the arrests of left activists in Odessa and a series of searches in Odessa, Nikolaev, Kiev and Dnepropetrovsk.  There is some evidence of the searches in Kharkov and some other cities.  Special units arrested people on the street without providing court orders.  Any reflexive reaction to these sudden arrests  were qualified as “resisting law enforcement.” 

 The state security organized gigantic searches.  Thus, the search in Yakovenko’s apartment was conducted by up to twenty five security service agents at a time.   Even the mine-detecting equipment was used.  But according to the information we have, except in the stormed apartment in Nikolaev no weapons were found.  During the searches the state security seized Russian left wing press.  

While the operation was designed and prepared by the SBU, the arrested have been placed to the basements of the local police buildings. 

Since the searches did not provide the state security with desirable results the period between the apprehensions and the formal arrests of the young communists (hence the right of the arrested to consult a lawyer) was used for tortures in order to get from them “confessions” in “terrorist” activities.  The extreme brutality of these tortures is evident from what we have been able to learn about the condition of the arrested.  Oleg Alekseyev has lost one eye (according to his lawyer), and the young Yakovenko had a heart attack.  Danilov was tortured so brutally that there are doubts that he is still alive.  After they had been subjected to tortures some of the arrested  could not even sign their own “confessions” in “terrorist” activities.  Their relatives were denied seeing the arrested.  The tortures continue. 

The Russian Consulate in Odessa – in the person of the Consul-Councilor Vladimir Antipenko – refused to accept the statement from the relatives of the arrested and to send a consulate representative to be present at the interrogations of the arrested Russian citizens.  The later is the legal responsibility of the Consulate.  Said Antipenko: “If they got arrested it means they deserve it.”  The lawyers of the arrested ask to spread the information about this affair in mass media (the bourgeois press both in Ukraine and Russia keep almost complete silence about it) in order to stop the tortures of the arrested young people. 

According to the sources close to SBU, the main objective of this operation is to prove to President Kuchma the existence of terrorist organizations in Ukraine, the usefulness and effectiveness of SBU and its “Anti-terrorist Department,” created several years ago to fight terrorism and to protect the constitutional order of Ukraine.  The state security apparatus that designed and executed this operation hopes to prevent the further reduction of its budget in the conditions of the deep economic crisis in Ukraine.  

Dear comrades, you can help to put an end to the continuing tortures of the arrested leftists.  We ask you to picket Ukrainian embassies and consulates and to present their representatives your demands to stop the mistreatment of the arrested young communists, to punish their torturers and  to stop the witch hunt and the hysterical redbaiting.  Your protests against the state terrorism of the Ukrainian authorities can and will make a difference. 

 Please, telegraph and/or fax your protests to the following addresses:

1. SBU (State Security Service) of Ukraine,

SBU-Chief Radtschenko Volodimir Ivanovich, address:

Ukraine / Ukraina  

01034  

Kiev-34

vul. Volodimirska, 33

SBU 

golova SBU Radtschenko Volodimir Ivanovich,

 ---------------------------------- 

Telephone: (044) 291 93 61

Telefax:     (044) 224-21-24

info@ssu.gov.ua
2. Prosecutor General Office of Ukraine,

Prosecutor General Piskun Svyatoslav Mikhaylovich, address:
Ukraine / Ukraina 

01601

MSP, Kiev-11,

vul. Riznitska 13/15  

Generalna Prokuratura Ukrainy 

Piskun Svyatoslav Mikhaylovich,

------------------------------------------

Telephone: (044) 291-27-01
Telefax:      (044) 290-26-03. 

      http://www.kmu.gov.ua 

 portal@kmu.gov.ua
3. Сabinet of  Ukraine,

Prime minister Yanukovich Viktor Fedorovich, address:

Ukraine / Ukraina  

01008

Kiev-8, 

vul. Grushevskogo, 12/2  

Kabinet Ministriv,

Yanukovich Viktor Fedorovich

-------------------------------------------

Telephone: (044) 226 32 63,

                   (044) 293 16 63

Telefax:      (044) 293 21 71

     http://www.kmu.gov.ua 

     portal@kmu.gov.ua
4. MBS –  Ministry of the Interior of Ukraine (police),

Minister of the Interior Smirnov Yuri Aleksandrovich, address:

Ukraine  / Ukraina 

01024

Kiev-24

vul. Bogomoltsa, 10, 

MBS

Smirnov Yuri Aleksandrovich

----------------------------------------

Telephone: (044) 291 36 85

Telefax:      (044) 291 37 78 

5. President of Ukraine, address:

Ukraine  / Ukraina 

01220

Kiev-220 

vul. Bankova, 11,

President Ukrainy 

Kuchma Leonid Danilovich

-------------------------------------

Telephone: (044) 291 53 33.

      http://www.president.gov.ua/feedback/
     6. State Security Office of Ukraine – SBU in Odessa  

     region, address:

Ukraine  / Ukraina

65026

Odessa-26,

vul. Evreyska, 43,

     Upravlinnya SBU Odeskoi oblasti

     ----------------------------------------- 

     Telephone: (0482) 253 323

     7. State Security Office of  Ukraine – SBU in Nikolaev  

     region, address:

     Ukraine  / Ukraina 

     54001

     Nikolayev-001

     vul. Spasska, 40, 

     Upravlinnya SBU Mikolaivskoi oblasti

     ---------------------- 

     Telephone: (0512) 352 045

8. Prosecutor Office of the Nikolaev Region,

Prosecutor of the Region Bondar Yuri Yefimovich, address:

     Ukraine  / Ukraina 

54055

Nikolayev-055,

vul. Spaska, 28,

Prokuratura Mikolaivskoi oblasti,

Prokuror Bondar Yuri Yefimovich

--------------------------------------------

Telephone: (0512) 352 045 

Prosecutor Office of the Odessa Region, address:
Ukraine  / Ukraina

65026

Odessa-026, 

vul. Pushkinska, 3,

Prokuratura Odeskoi oblasti

-----------------------------------

Telephone: (0482)220-518

10. The Supreme Rada (Parlament) of Ukraine,

Speaker Litvin Volodimir Mikhailovich, address:

Ukraine / Ukraina

01008

Kiev-008, vul.Grushevskogo, 5,

Litvin Volodimir Mikhailovich

Telephone: (044)254-08-90
http://www.rada.gov.ua
    11. Е-mail of the Supreme Court of Ukraine: supcourt@scourt.gov.ua
We suggest the following letter of protest:

[Addressee, address.

Sender organization]

We strongly protest the SBU persecution of the young left activists arrested in the cities of Nikolaev and Odessa  and blame forged action on “terrorism” brought   against them. We protest against the tortures of the arrested in order to force them to make “confessions”.  We demand to put an end to the lawlessness and maltreatment of the arrested communists by the state security and the police. We declare that we will distribute the information on this violation of human rights by the state agencies of Ukraine in the mass media and international organizations. 

We demand:

– release from jail of all the arrested – both the Ukranian and foreign citizens who are involved in this case, after they would sign the binding agreement, not to leave their place of residence;

–independent investigation of the actions of the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) in this case and in particular their treatment of the arrested;

– that  the arrested young people– both the members of LKSM of Ukraine and all foreign citizens involved in this case—be interrogated only in the presence of independent lawyers;

– to allow public control over the investigation of this case.

[Date, signature].

Please send copies of your protest letters to the editorial board of the Internet weekly “Left.ru” for publication.
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